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Our animal friends were busily cleaning
up after lunch.

“All right then, everybody. The venue is
ready. We can now begin our confe-
rence,” Harris voice rang through the
forest. The animals proceeded to seat
themselves.

..well, all but one. It seems we are mis-
sing one of our participants.

“I don't see Max here. He hasnt returned
from going to buy his canned drink
somewhere,’ remarked Bodhi.

Everyone sat there looking at each other,
wondering what to do.
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“Hey, thanks for waiting. You wouldnt
believe the trouble I had to go through
to find a vending machine! I finally found
some Coke in a supermarket. Didnt want
to be late for the conference, so I rented
this car and zoomed back!”" Max proc-
eeded to gulp down his can of Coke.

"What is going on here? He should have
more respect for such an important
meeting!” Harri completely lost his pat-
ience. The others were beginning fo fuss
as well, ..when Max finally appeared,
riding in a shiny red convertible. Holding
a can of Coke in one hand, he sat there,
leaning back in his flashy car.

While all the animals looked in surprise,
Max slowly stepped out.
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Seeing Maxs behavior, the usually patient
Bodhi blew up in anger.

“"What were you thinking of, Max! Rent-
ing a car for a single can of Coke? And,
look at the size of this car!”

Harris pointy fur stood on its end as he
scolded Max.

“Bodhi is right. Dont you start polluting
this beautiful forest with your dirty
exhaust.! Why dont you just walk!”
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Max, however, seemed completely unfazed
by such criticism. Gently stroking the
hood of his shiny car, he said to himself,
“all this backward thinking. What a bore!
What's wrong with riding in cars? Look at
this powerful baby. Its so cool.”

Bodhi began preaching to Max in a loud
voice, “You are the one who is backwards,
Max. The pollution of our planets air by
auto emissions is one of the biggest pro-
blems of our times. Dont you know this?”
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Dr. Rabbit quickly pulled out a sheet and Dr. Rabbit held out another board. This

started to explain, "Ahem. I would like one was titled, "The Greenhouse Effect”.

everybody to look at this graph. It shows "Ahem. Presently, due to such continual
the devastating increase of carbon dioxide increases of carbon dioxide caused by gas
in the earths atmosphere.” emissions, our planets temperature is

actually increasing as we speak.”

“Well, what about it?” Max asked, dis-
playing little interest. "Yeah? So what?” yawned Max.
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“"Dont you know, Mr. Max? If the earths
temperature continues tfo increase at such
rates, the deserts will expand, plants will
wither, and all the earths animals will die
from hunger and thirst!” Mama Elle spoke
in a trembling voice, her trunk quivering.

“Correct. Not only will we have more
deserts, the ice in Antarctica and the
North Pole will also melt, causing sea lev-
els to rise as well. More than a few of
our countries will actually disappear
under water” Dr. Rabbit painted a dim
view of the planets future.

All the animals gasped in fear.

Max was now finally beginning fo under-
stand the reason why driving cars may
not be the greatest thing for the earths
environment. He twirled his car key unco-
mfortably and dropped his head.
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